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their intention to emigrate to Israel and their desire to attend a higher
education institution in Israel Findings show that the distance—learning courses
developed by the Open University and the learning method developed by the Open
University made a significant contribution to the target population’ s knowledge
in topics related to Judaism, the Jewish people and the State of Israel, and
enhanced their desire to study in higher education programmes in Israel and to
emigrate to Israel.
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8. Images of Romania and America in early twentieth—century Romanian—Jewish
immigrant life stories in the United States
[Author]) Dana Mihailescu; Deparment of English/Centre for American
Studies, Universitu of Bucharest, Bucharest, Romania
[Abstract])] This paper focuses on ethnic life stories written by early
twentieth—century Romanian—Jewish immigrants to the US, and attempts to determine
to what extent these narratives correspond to the generalized pattern of ethnic
life writing at the time, as well as what particularizes their texts. I analyse
the memoirs of M. E. Ravage, Konrad Bercovici, Mauricre Samuel and Edward G.
Robinson, all of them born at the close of the nineteenth century but publishing
their memoirs at different moments in history. [ first trace the images of
Romania that spring from these texts, ranging from the legal and educational
discrimination portrayed by M. E. Ravage and Edward G. Robinson, to the existence
of pogroms and other anti—Jewish feelings foregrounded by Konrad Bercovici, and
to the nostalgic shtetl atmosphere evoked in Maurice Samuel’ s books. I then
consider the place of the US in these authors’ writings, starting from its
utopian image prior to emigration to its more complex image after settlement
in the new location. Finally, I show how their return journeys to Romania at
different moments in time and the persisting prejudiced atmosphere they found
there contributed in all cases to these authors becoming strong supporters of
American democracy and its openness to critical debate.

[Keywords]) Romanian Jews; immigration; United States; life story; autobiography
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