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1. The Artist-Genius in Petr Suvchinskii’ s Eurasianist Philosophy of History: The
Case of Igor’ Stravinskii

[Author] Katerina Levidou

[Abstract]) This article focuses on the thought of the intellectual, art critic
and musicologist Petr Suvchinskii, a founding member of interwar FEurasianism. It
reconstructs the main points of Suvchinskii’ s personal Eurasianist philosophy
of history, and analyses the special place that his friend and collaborator Igor
Stravinskii held in it. Suvchinskii’ s views are put into the context of the
broader intellectual milieu (the ideas of Henri Bergson, the Prague Linguistic
Circle, Russian religious thinkers and Mikhail Bakhtin), and their affinity with
Furasianist’ structuralism’ 1is explored.

[Source]l (The Slavonic And East European Review) Vol.89, Nub.4-—O0ctober
2011

2. Welfare reforms and socio—economic trends in the 10 new EU member states of
Central and Eastern Europe

[Author]) Jolanta Aidukaite

[Abstract] The paper reviews recent socio—economic changes in the 10 new EU
member states of Central and Eastern Europe and the earlier and latest debates on
the emergence of the post—-communist welfare state regime. It asks two questions:
are the new EU member states more similar to each other in their social problems
encountered than to the rest of the EU world? Do they exhibit enough common socio-—
economic and institutional features to group them into the distinct/unified post-—
communist welfare regime that deviates from any well-known welfare state typology?

The findings of this paper indicate that despite some slight variation within, the
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new EU countries exhibit lower indicators compared to the EU-15 as it comes to the
minimum wage and social protection expenditure. The degree of material deprivation
and the shadow economy is on average also higher if compared to the EU-15 or the
EU-27. However, then it comes to at-risk-of-poverty rate after social transfers
or Gini index, some Eastern European outliers especially the Check Republic, but
also Slovenia, Slovakia and Hungary perform the same or even better than the old
capitalist democracies. Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Romania, Bulgaria, Poland,
however, show many similarities in their social indicators and performances
and this group of countries never perform better than the EU-15 or the EU-27
averages. Nevertheless, the literature reviews on welfare state development in
the CEE region reveal a number of important institutional features in support of
identifying the distinct/unified post—communist welfare regime. Most resilient
of it are: an insurance—based programs that played a major part in the social
protection system; high take—up of social security; relatively low social security
benefits; increasing signs of liberalization of social policy; and the experience
of the Soviet/Communist type of welfare state, which implies still deeply embedded
signs of solidarity and universalism.

[Keywords]) Central and Eastern Europe; Post—communist regime; Welfare state;
Inequalities; Poverty

[Source)l {Communist and Post—Communist Studies » Volume 44, Issue 3,

September 2011, Pages 211 - 219

3+ Exchange rate and wage policies in Central and Eastern Europe

[Author]) Gunther Schnabla, Christina Zieglera,

[Abstract]) After the eastern enlargement of the Furopean Union (EU) and due to
increasing labor market integration, wage determination in Central and Eastern
Furope (CEE) has become a key issue in FEuropean economic policy making. In
addition, a controversial discussion concerning the monetary integration of CEE
countries into the EMU has emerged. Both issues have earned particular academic
and political interest because Eastern and Western Europe are at different
stages of economic development and volatile international capital flows seem to
require either a higher degree of wage or exchange rate flexibility. Based on the
Scandinavian model of wage adjustment by Lindbeck (1979), we analyze the role

of exchange rates in the wage determination process of the Central and Eastern
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European countries to identify which exchange rate strategy contributes to faster
wage convergence in Burope. Panel estimations suggest that workers in countries
with fixed exchange rates are likely to benefit in the long run from higher wage
increases.

[Keywords])] Wage policy; Labor markets; Exchange rate regime; Central and
Eastern Europe

[Sourcel (Journal of Policy Modeling) Volume 33, Issue 3, May - June 2011,
Pages 347 - 360

4, The “Wal-Mart effect” 1in central and eastern Europe

[Author]) Deniz Igana, Junichi Suzukib

[Abstract]) Prior to the recent global financial crisis altering the price
dynamics, inflation in central and eastern European countries was characterized by
a sharp drop pattern. Several factors contributed to this decline such as benign
global economic conditions and growing credibility of domestic macroeconomic
policies, yet factors related to industrial organization and market competition
have been somewhat overlooked. Using measures of retail competition intensity
reflecting the prevalence of high—productivity, modern—format retailers, we find
that the decline in retail goods price inflation, and particularly food price
inflation, was associated with increased retail competition. This may be linked to
improved living conditions as households allocate more to health and education.

[Keywords]) Wal-Mart effect; Retail competition; Inflation

[Source]l (Journal of Comparative Economics » Volume 40, Issue 2, May 2012,

Pages 194 - 210

5. Addressing the attitudinal gap towards improving the environment: a case study
from a primary school in Slovenia
[Author]) Rebeka Lukmana, Rodrigo Lozanob, Tamara Vambergerc, Majda Krajncd
[Abstract) It is widely acknowledged that environmental literacy, in the early
stages of education, can provide a strong foundation for future environmental
behaviours, as well as help in the transition towards more sustainable societies.
This paper is based upon an evaluation of the environmental attitudes of students

in a primary school in rural Slovenia. The attitudes were assessed according to
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the students’ behaviours in their family (primary) and school (secondary) and
family contexts. The results show that traditional teaching, in this school,
accounts for only one—-third of the recognised factors that influence the
students’ environmental behaviours. The other factors that foster environmental
behaviours include the primary and secondary social environments, the structural
and infrastructural condition in the school, and gender, where emotional attitudes
play a key role. The authors suggest that, in order to more adequately address
the gap between learning and acting, school administrators, teachers, parents,
and other stakeholders should integrate an array of sustainability issues
throughout formal and informal efforts so as to more effectively encourage the
development of positive environmental attitudes, and behaviours among their youth
and among themselves as role models. Additionally, school principals are urged
to improve infrastructural and structural, attitudinal and procedural parameters
at the schools, and to change the curricula in order to foster pro—environmental
behaviours.

[Keywords]) Environmental attitudes; Education; Factor analysis; Environmental
awareness; Primary and secondary social environments; Structural conditions;
Slovenia

[Source] (Journal of Cleaner Production) Available online 12 August 2011, In

Press, Corrected Proof — Note to users

6. Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning in Central Eastern Europe: Case Examples
from Poland and Croatia

[Author]) Bernd Deckera,, Helena He 1imovi b, Marcin Wo ekca Rupprecht Consult
GmbH, [Abstract]) Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning is on Europe’ s top agenda
for tackling urban transport challenges in cities. European Union policies call
for a coordinated approach in increasing the effectiveness of urban mobility
planning to achieve climate protection goals. National and local authorities
require common guidance on developing and implementing such plans - with broad
involvement of public authorities, transport professionals and research. Cities
in Central and Eastern Europe have a long planning culture with strong focus on
public transport. However, the unprecedented increase of private motorisations
calls for innovative strategies to offer sustainable transport solutions to

people. Two exemplary cities from the region demonstrate how sustainable
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transport can be maintained and even expanded. Gdynia (Poland) with its
developing economy and relatively young population makes considerable efforts to
reduce motor traffic demand in the area. The City s transport policy and strategy
is focused on solving relevant transport problems of the city in a sustainable
way. This covers the increase of bicycle use, an intelligent mix of different
transport options and improving the quality of PT services by means of state
of the art information and communication technologies and public participation
mechanisms. Koprivnica (Croatia) stands exemplary for numerous medium—-sized
cities in the region with similar transport challenges. Decision makers work
towards a participatory strategy for zero CO2 emission planning and management
of housing estates and urban transport. With the vision of developing a regional
competence centre for sustainable urban mobility planning the city will attract
researchers, students and professionals in this field. Long—term vision of both
cities and their dedication to actively share their experiences with other cities
has the potential for up—take of sustainable urban mobility planning in the
region.

[Keywords]) Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning:; transport policy; Gdynia;
Poland; Koprivnica; Croatia

[ Source] {Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences) Volume 48, 2012, Pages

2748 - 2757

7v A test of distance—learning technology: an assessment study of the open
university Russia project

[Author]) Elazar Leshem, Niza Davidovitch

[Abstract] Technology developments have created a revolution that challenges
teaching in general, and in higher education in particular calls for a re-
assessment of traditional teaching methodologies and their effectiveness. The
article is an empirical study of the outcomes of a distance—learning project
conducted by the Open University of Israel in states of the former Soviet
Union(FSU). In 2008, over 5000 students from 11 FSU states participated in the
Open University Russia Project. This study explores the characteristics of the
participants, their reasons for participation and their expectations, their
satisfaction with the project, the project, the project’ s contribution to

participants’ knowledge and its impact on their ties to Judaism and Israel,
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